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Vol. VIII- No. 5 
Dean Sacks To 
Address Grads 
)Jy .Jonah Triebwa ser 
Albert M. Sacks, Dean of the 
Harvard Law School and Dane 
Professor of Law, will be the 
principle speaker at the 85th 
NYLS Commencement on June 
12, 1977 in Lincoln Centel''s Alice 
Tulley Hall. 
In announcing Dean Sack's ac-
ceptance of the school's invita-
tion to speak at commencement, 
NYLS Dean Donald Shapiro 
said, "I think he is one of the 
great legal minds and teachers 
in America today." 
(photo Harrn,·d Law School) 
Dean Albert Sacks 
Sacks is a native New Yorker 
who graduated City College 
magna cum laucle befol'e going 
on to Harvard Law School and 
receiving an LL.B. also magna 
cum laud e. 
Sacks began his law career as 
law clerk to Judge Augustus N. 
Hand of the D.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals and latei- as Clerk to 
Justice Felix Frankfurther of the 
United States SupTeme Court. 
Sacks joined the Harval'd fac-
ulty in 1952 and became Dean of 
Harvard in 1971. 
The speaker 
commencement 
Court Chief 
Burger. 
at last year's 
was Supl'erne 
Justice Wanen 
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(photo/ J. Tricarico) 
Judge Re is presented with a :NYLS honorar y debree by Dean Shapiro. 
N. Y. To Go Multi-State? I 
by Jona h Triebwasser 
The New York State Court of 
Appeals is now considering the 
adoption of the Multi-State Bar 
Examination in this state. 
According to an article in the 
:New York State Bar Associa-
tion's newspaper, the Court con-
templates the use of the MEE 
national multiple-choice examina-
tiori to replace a substantial part, 
if not all, of the present multiple-
choice portion of the New York 
Bar Examination. 
The present essay question sec-
tion, according to the Bar _.\sso-
ciation report, would be con-
tinued, although the number of 
essay questions may be reduced. 
The Court of Appeals has re-
cently been --conducting .a review 
of the New York state bar ex-
amination process. The proposed 
changes will not affect pending 
gmduates. 
Re '77 ·Jefford Lecturer 
By Jim Tricarico 
On Dec. 10th, the crowded 
fourth floor lecture hall of 57 
1Vorth Street was the scene of 
the 3rd Annual Walter M. J ef-
ford's Jr. Di tinguished Visiting 
Lectureship. The Hon . Edward 
D. Re, Judge of the United States 
Customs Comt, law professor 
and distinguished author gave 
this year's lecture titled, ''The 
Law Professor and the Admin-
istration of Justice." 
The occasion also marked two 
other significant events. This 
year's lecture was held in honor 
of Judge Charles W. Froessel, 
former Associate Justice of the 
New Yo1·k Court of Appeals, 
past Dean and Professor of Law 
at NYLS and Honorary Chair-
man of the Board and Trustee 
Emeritus of NYLS. 
Court Room Dedicated 
Also, the NYLS Alumni Asso-
ciation formally dedicated the 
school's new moot court roo111 
donated by the Alumni Associa-
tion in honor of the late Dr. Max 
Reich, past professor and clean 
at NYLS. The formal dedication 
of the court 1·00111 was made by 
Bernard l\L Eiber, Professor of 
N"YLS and past president of the 
Alumni Association. 
Re·s speech ,...-as enthusiastical-
ly received. His lively presenta-
tion concerned the importance of 
the law school p1·ofessor and the 
grave r esponsibility which tnn-els 
with that position. Most notably, 
Re attacked the old axiom "those 
that do, do, and those that can't, 
teach," by pointing out that law 
professors gener ally come from a 
ve1·y ~uccessful background in 
both the public and private sec-
tors. 
For the first time since 1975 
when v\Talter :.\I. Jeffords created 
the "Distinguished Vi iting Lec-
turship" in honor of Judge Froes-
sel, this year's lecture will be 
expanded upoH and published in 
the NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL 
LAW REVIEW. 
Public Servant 
A graduate (swnma c1w1 lcwrle 
as well as class valedictorian) of 
St. John's l!niversity Law School 
in 1943, Re is an Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Law at both his alma 
mater and NYLS. His legal 
texts, which include Brief Writ-
ing and Oral Arg:ument and Cases 
and )fa terials on Equity an<l 
Et1uitable H.emedie . are required 
(Continued on Page 3) 
Moot Court Board To Hold Harlan Competition 
By Arnold S. Klein 
Sevel'al moot court comr,eti-
tions, including New York Law 
School's own John Marnhall Har-
lan Competition, will be getting 
under way during the spring 
semestel'. 
The purpose of the Harlan 
Competition is to afford partici-
pants an opportunity to put their 
research and writing ability to a 
practical test, to become involved 
in unanswered and often conti·o-
versial areas of the law, and to 
present oral arguments in an at-
mosphere which resembles that 
of an actual com-troom. 
This year the problem is a cor-
porate one, involving alleged vio-
lations of Section lO(b) of the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 
The ultimate goal of the Harlan 
Competition is to pick the team 
that will represent New York 
Law School in the National l\1oot 
Court Competition next year. Ad-
ditionally, by a new faculty rule, 
students pal'ticipating may be 
eligible to receive one credit, fol-
lowing evaluation by a member 
of the faculty, for their briefs. 
Judges for the Harlan Compe-
tition will include members of 
the judiciary, bar, alumnae and 
members of the Moot Cour t Ex-
ecutive Board. Individuals who 
do well in the Competition may 
be invited to become members of 
next year's Moot Court Associa-
tion or Executive Board. 
A competition will also be run 
for first year students interested 
in getting a head start toward 
polishing their advocacy skills. 
Information concerning this and 
( phob1; J. Trie Lwasst" r) 
Arnold K lien addresses the Moot Court. 
Faculty Votes: 'No Posting' 
all other intra-school competi-
tions can be obtained at the Moot 
Court Office in the back of Room 
301, 57 Worth Street, or on the 
l\Ioot Court Bulletin Boan! on the 
first floor of the same building. 
ing two teams to the Senator 
Robert F. W&g-ne1· :.\1:emorial Na-
tional Labor La w Moot Court 
Competition held at New York 
Law School, l\Iarch 3-G, one team 
to the Phillip C. Jessup Interna-
tional Law :.\foot Court Co mpeti-
tion held at Cornell, March 11-12, 
and two teams each to the It ving 
R. Kaufman ::.\Ietropolitan Moot 
Court Competition (Corporate 
Law) held at Fordham, March 
21-31 and th e !\'ational Appellate 
Advocacy Competition held at Al-
bany Law School , March 19-20. 
The Board has a nnonnced that 
all student. who wish to repre-
!"ent ~ew Yo1·k Law School in 
these competitions in the future 
must compete in the Harlan Com-
petition. 
By Jim Tricarico 
Once again, the faculty has not 
been swayed by the desire of the 
vast majority of students to have 
grade posting. 
At a faculty meeting held right 
before the last exam period, the 
group of professors again enter-
tained a motion to allow profes-
sors to post g-racles, if they so 
desired. Larry Silverman, pres-
ident of SBA and this write1·, as 
editor-in-chief of EQUITAS were 
permitted to speak to the issue 
of grade posting at this meeting. 
Our pleas were to no avail. 
see editorial page 4 
Two concerns, that have been 
voiced by certain faculty mem-
bers in the past, are that stu-
dents will choose courses on the 
ba,;is of grades, rather than on 
the basis of course content, and 
that some professors may begin 
to mark easier so that theil-
courses will be better attended, 
thus, creating what one professor 
te1·med a "popularity contest." 
The actual faculty discussion 
and vote was closed to the stu-
dent body. However, the outcome 
was clear; professors are not 
permitted to post grades. Grades 
may be given out by the individ-
ual professors, after the date 
when all the grades are supposed 
to be handed in for administra-
tive processing, which is generally 
three weeks after the last exam. 
Silverman has made it clear 
that the SBA has not given up 
on the grade posting issue. 
)lock Trial Competition 
New York Law School recently 
competed in the N'ortheast Reg-
ionals of the National Mock Trial 
Colnpetition. One of New York 
Law School's two teams advanc-
ed to the semifinal round, where 
they lost a close verdict to the 
team from Villanova. 
:--Jew York Law School will be 
represented in several other com-
petitions in the near futme . The 
!\loot Court Board will be send-
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Alumni News 
Deputy Mayor Elliott Highlights Luncheon 
by Elliot S. Horowitz 
Osborn Elliott, Deputy Mayor 
for Economic Development of the 
City of New York, was the guest 
speaker at the Annual Luncheon 
of the N"YLS Alumni Association, 
,vhich was the occasion of the 
installation of the newly elected 
officers of the Association and 
was held in conjunction with the 
Annual Meeting of the N~w York 
State Bar Association, last Jan-
uary. 
Chairing the Luncheon was 
Harry Ostrov ( class of '25), Trus-
tee of NYLS, co-founder of the 
Alumni Association, and member 
of its Board of Directors. 
school; Sanford Schlesinger, of 
Rose & Schlesinger; Former 
Kings County Surrogate Nathan 
R. Sobel; and James P. Tannian, 
of l\Iudge, Rose, Guthrie & Alex-
ander. 
Among the topics to be dis-
cussed are individual income 
taxes, estate and gift taxes, the 
Act's provisions generation skip-
ping, carryover basis and pitfalls 
of estate planning. 
,\n Alumni Phonathon to raise 
funds for NYLS and solicit mem-
beI'Ship in the Alumni Association 
has heen scheduled for ;\![arch 29, 
30 and 31. Carmen Cognetta '73 
will be chairing the effort which 
will be held in the Williams Club 
in midtown. Students and alumni 
who can donate time are urged 
to contact the Office of Develop-
ment. 
be moderated by Lorin Duckman 
'73, Assistant D.A., Kings Coun-
ty. The panel members include 
three adjunct faculty members: 
Henry Rothblatt, who will speak 
on cross-examination and summa-
tion; Harold Price Fahringer, who 
will speak on voir dire and open-
ing statements; and Maurice :Nes-
sen, who will present a film called 
"Murder" which explores the 
question of the admissability of 
relevent though prejudicial evi-
dence. (The film is part of a 
longer series which attempts to 
teach evidence through problems 
and trial situations in conjunction 
with appellate decisions.) 
Mr. Ostrov noted the "brilliant 
te1·m of office" of out-going pres-
ident Sylvia Garland and intro-
duced Hon. Harold A. Stevens, 
Presiding Justice of the Appelate 
Division, First Department who 
administered the oath of office 
to the president-elect, the Honor-
able William Kapelman (class of 
1940), Administrative Judge of 
Bronx County (Supreme Court, 
First Judicial District), as well 
as to the other incoming officers 
and directors of the Association. 
{photo,'NYLS Alumni Affairs) 
Prof. Syhia Gadand and Hon. William Kapelman. 
The 17th Annual Dean's Day 
Alumni Homecoming, which will 
be chaired by Hon. Francis T. 
:Murphy, Jr. '52, Justice of Sup-
reme Court Appellate Divisic,:1, 
will take plate on Sat., April 23 
at ~YLS. Registration will be 
l1eld from 9-9:45 a.m. in 47 Worth 
where coffee, danish and bagels 
will be served. From 10 a.m. to 
12 :30 p.m. two concurrent panels 
will be held. The first, ''Contested 
Estates," will be chaired by Pro-
fessor .-\reson. Members oi: that 
panel include Hon. Joseph Cox, 
former Surrogate New York 
County, Hon. Samuel DiFalco, 
former Surrogate New York 
County, Hon. Millud Midonick, 
Surrogate, New York County, and 
Hon. Nathan Sobef, former Sur-
rngate, King's County and Sam-
uel Spiegel Surrogate of New 
York County. 
The lunch and luncheon pro-
gram to be held from 1 to 2 :30 
p.m. in the Froessel Library, will 
be followed by a cocktail party 
from 2 :45 to 3 :30 p.m. in the 
Moot Courtroom. There will be a 
presentation of the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award at the cocktail 
party. 
Arenson, Gelinas Dittmar & Kar-
ban, will serve as moderator. 
Among the panelists will be 
Sidney Kess, a partner in Main, 
Lafrentz & Co.; George 1\1. Schain, 
an assistant profes or at the 
Following the installation cere-
mony, Elliott addressed the audi-
ence concerning the economic 
prospects of the city. Elliott, who 
had previously held the posts of 
Editor-in-Chief and Chairman of 
the Board of Newsweek was 
cautiously sanguine about the 
future of the Big Apple, noting 
that the exodus of businesses 
from the city had been arrested, 
but that the trend had not yet 
been reversed. 
T1·ustees Jlo,Te to Fi1·m Plans 
Fo•· Xew Law Cente1_• Complex 
Marvin Ray Raskin '72, former 
Editor-in-Chief of EQUITAS, who 
has been serving as an Assistant 
District Attorney in the Bronx 
D.A.'s office since January 1973, 
will begin to serve as of counsel 
to the law firm of Bleifer & Yal-
kut, P.C. 
As part of its continuing legal 
education program, New York 
Law School has scheduled a forum 
on aspects of the Tax Reform Act 
of 1976 that will be held from 
10 A.M. to 2 P.M., Saturday, Feb. 
26, at the school, 57 Worth Street. 
The program is free to alumni, 
students and faculty. The fee for 
others is $20. 
Joseph T. Arensen, a professor 
at the school and partner in 
. .\s we went to press, the Board 
of Trustees announced that their 
building committee has attempted 
to engage the services of Dr. Al-
bert Gold, Vice-President of Rock-
efeller University where his re-
spansibilities include "institution-
al modeling and long-range plan-
ning." Dean Shapiro termed Gold 
as "highly qualified in the field 
of building planning.'' 
This move by the Trustees in-
dicates their apparent intention 
to build rather than buy a new 
"la"· center.'' Dean Bearn, a mem-
ber of the Building Committee, 
said this move indicates the Trus-
tees, trong desire to move ahead 
with "some" well developed plan 
for the best possible alternative. 
Dean Shapiro has indicated that 
building plans may include con-
struction of a new law center 
predominently on the site of what 
is presently the parking lot at 
the corner of Leonard Street and 
West Broadway. 
When contacted at Rockefellel' 
University, Dr. Gold was quick to 
point out that he did not yet know 
CAMERA DISCOUNT CENTER INC., 
BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE -
:Sp extra charge for credit cards·; 
89A WORTH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10013 
Between Broadway & Church Street, 5 blocks from City Hall'. · 
MOl\'DAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.'M.; 
Sl'~DAY 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. CLOSED SATURDAY 
Big Discounts - Fast Service - Trade-ins - Developing_ & Printing 
SPECIAL!! 
135mm F3.5 Auto Zuiko 
CALL 
212-226-1014 
FOR SPECIAL 
Low 
Prices! 
For Olympu Ol\l-1 O1\'I-2 $104.77 
KODACHROME KM-36 & KR36 
ASA-25-ASA 64 $5. 15 
INCLUDI~G KODAK PROCESSING AND MOUNTING 
Vivi tar. 
Electronic: 
flash 
MODEL 292 
MODEL 283 
MODEL 273 
VIVITAR 600 ~ 
POCKET KIT 
POINT AND SHOOT WITH 
BUILT IN ELECTRONIC FLASH 
SPECIAL PRICES $29 .77 
MOST VIVITAR LENSES AVAILABLE AT SPECIAL PRICES 
the school's need - to build or 
to buy in another location. "It is 
not po sible to do a meaningful 
job without views of students, 
faculty, alumni, trustees and ad-
ministration," Gold Said. He ad-
ded that he hopes a committee 
representative of the above 
groups can be set up. 
Additional information, will be 
reported in the next issue of 
EQUITAS. 
-Jim Tricarico 
The second panel, entitled 
.. Criminal Trial Advocacy" will 
Joseph T. Arenson will be very 
active at NYLS over the coming 
weeks as he aids the school's con-
tinuing education programs. 
The Official Bookstore of NYLS 
• CASEBOOKS • LAW CASSETTES 
• TEXTBOOKS • RESTATEMENTS 
• DICTIONARIES • REVIEW BOOKS 
• AND ALL OTHER SCHOOL NEEDS 
"IF WE DON'T HAVE IT ASK US TO ORDER IT" 
HUNGRY? TRY GIL1S HOT AND COLD MENU. 
ALUMNI: 1COME ON OVER1 
,.,,.~························································J SPECIAL NOTE: THE STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION OF 
NYLS RECEIVES A PERCENT AGE OF GIL'S BUSINESS. 
COME IN, SIT DOWN, RELAX 
IN THE BASEMENT OF 47 WORTH STREET 
M, J & K COMPANY - 57 Worth Street 
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Guild Makes Bread Selling Cake 
The first three weeks of the 
sp1'ing semester were highlighted 
by two -events spon. ored by the 
NYLS chapte1· of the National 
Lawyer's Guild. 
On Jan. 31, the Guild held an 
introductor, meeting for the mid-
year admissions student- which 
wa · attended by about 20 people 
who heard Profe sors Jeffrey 
Glen and .. 'ancy E1;ckson speak 
on " \Vhat it means to be a Guild 
member." Erickson praised the 
Guild as being t he most active 
group on campus, citing the nu-
merous presentations which thar 
g roup has sponsored and t he 
struggles in which it has been in-
volved. 
tinues to pressure the adminis-
tration into living up to it repu-
tation as an urban law school, 
and pointed out that the Guild, 
as the target of the administra-
tion attempted 1·epression, is 
the group best situated to bring 
about change ·within the school, 
an example he u ed was the all 
white character of the present 
third ,·ear class. 
(photo/J. Triebwa:,,,.,r) 
Lauren Bailey Rod tein 
cutting profits. 
Prof. &Pres. 
Page 3 
NYLS Professor Myres Mc-
Dougal had the pleasure of a 
brief reunion with one of his 
former students of the Yale Law 
School class of 1941. 
According to an article in The 
N"ew York Times, McDougal met 
former President Gerald R. Ford 
during Mr. Ford's recent visit to 
Yale. 
McDougal was instrumental in 
tarting the President's legal 
career, according to the Times. 
It seems that the Yale faculty 
was reluctant to admit Mr. Ford 
to the law school since the former 
President was an assistant foot-
ball coach at the time, and the 
faculty did not think Mr. Ford 
could study and coach at the 
same time. McDougal convinced 
Yale to accept Ford into the class 
Glen gave a brief autobio-
graphical sketch of his r elation-
ship with the Guild, and empha-
sized the importance of repres-
sion one will be identified as a 
human being first and as a law-
yer second." The Professor also 
characterized the Guild as t he 
On Feb. 7, the Guild held its 
"second semi-annual bake sale" 
which was deemed a tremendous 
success by members of the or-
ganization. In the coming weeks, 
according to Steve Paganuzzi, a 
spokesman for the group, the 
Guild plans to be active in the 
affirmative action struggle and 
will bring a variety of speakers 
to the school. 
(photo/D. Kennerly) of '41. 
President Ford - Jonah Triebwasser 
- Sam Himmelstein 
( Trhen contacted by E QU ITAS, 
Gleu clarified his statements by 
saying that the vrinciple message 
he 1cished to leave with new Guild 
adrncacy of radical solutio11s to 
the law school's problems. "After 
all," said Glen, " I wo11/d11't be 
he1·e if the school was absolutely 
inse11sitii-e to vositions taken by 
organizations like t he Guild." 
Martel Gives N~.,.LS A+ 
only gro up which has and con- member;; is the need for vigorous -Ed.) 
Big Three To Get Hon. Degrees? 
by Peter Rose 
KYLS will hold its E ighty 
Fifth Annual Commencement ex-
ercises on J une 12, 1977, at 7 :30 
p.m. at Alice Tully Hall located 
in Lincoln Center. 
orary degree of Doctor of Laws States Ambassador to the United 
at the exercises: United States Nations to receive an honorary 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan degree; t hey unanimously agreed. 
and Chief J udge Marchi of the Bestowal of the degree is contin-
Customs Court of Appeals in gent upon the acceptance and 
Washington. In addi tion, the Com- attendance by all proposed recip-
ients. 
mittee requested that Dean Sha-The Commencement Committee 
has announced that the fo llowing 
persons will be granted the hon-
piro and the Board of Trustees 
invite Andrew Young, United 
Faculty or Student Reps 
Sell Summer 
Tours 
LOWEST possible air fares 
LOWEST possible rail fares 
LOWEST possible accommodation rates 
HIGHEST possible commissions! 
toEUROPE 
Call toll free (800) 225-4580, Ask for Dom Mess,na 
Or write. HOLIDAIR STUDENT TOURS 
1505 Commonwealth Ave ,Boston.MA 02135 
The committee has been plan-
ning a reception to follo\\· the 
graduation exercises in the lobby 
of Alice Tully Hall. Further de-
tails are awaited. 
The Committee has also decided 
to prepare an information packet 
for all graduating students \\·ith 
details about the commencement 
exercises. The Committee will 
poll students about whether or 
not they want to attend com-
mencement, so that tickets may 
be distributed equally. 
The Committee has held weekly 
meetings and will continue to do 
so . A list of the members of the 
Committee has been posted on 
the bulletin boards opposite the 
elevators in 57 Worth St. and the 
minutes of all meetings will be 
posted there. 
by Bill O'Brien 
"Ver y stimulating and chal-
lenging" ar e the words professor 
J oel 11:artel uses to describe his 
first semester teaching at New 
York Law School. 
"I'm impressed with the stu-
dents her e. They're quite bright 
and they work hard. They com-
pare favorably to the students I 
knew at Harvar d," says the prop-
erty law pr ofessor, who himself 
receiYed an "A+" from the re-
nowned A. James Casner. 
Martel, who grew up in a sub-
urb of Philadelphia and majored 
in Economics and Political Science 
at Wharton School of Finance and 
Commerce at University of Penn-
sy!Yania, began law school at 
Han·ard as an ROTC student in 
196 . He served for two years on 
the editorial board of the "Law 
Review" while at Harvard. 
Before coming to NYLS, Martel 
sandwiched a tour of duty with 
the army between working for a 
private fi1•m in Philadelphia and 
one in Ne\\· York. He was as-
signed to the Judge Advocate 
General Corps, working in 
\Va hington D.C. as an appellate 
counsel in the criminal law field. 
Upon completing his tour of duty 
in September 1975, Martel was 
presented with an award for out-
standing appellate advocacy. 
Martel and his wife, Donna, an 
100o/o PASS NEW YORK BAR EXAM 
THE RESULTS ARE OUT 
In 1976 ten New York Law School graduates took the Pieper nightly Bar Review Seminar and bi- week-
ly essay writing sessions. THEY ALL PASSED! 
In fact if you know any June 1976 graduate from any law school who at tended the New York City 
Pieper Course last summer, you know someone who passed. because they all passed the New York Bar 
Exam. 
ISN'T THAT WHAT A BAR REVIEW COURSE IS ALL ABOUT! 
Contact the New York Law School R-ep, Lori Burger, who has a list of the New York Law Students. 
Lectures 6 :00-9 :30 p.m. - Prince George Hotel 
28th Street (between 5th and Madison) 
New York City 
PIEPER BAR REVIEW 
The Seminar of Bar Reviews 
* Class size limited to l 00 students 
* Emphasis placed on essay writing with 
individually graded essay exams 
* Class participation encouraged 
* Special home cassette study course 
* Nightly testing 
* Free repeat course 
1539 FRANKLIN A VENUE, MINEOLA, NEW YORK 
- Tel. (516) 747-4311 -
execut ive for Sach's.. F ifth Ave-
nue, en joy hiking and cross-coun-
try skiing "any place where there 
are steep hills." The two climb 
slopes of the Berkshires as well 
as some of the hills of Vermont. 
When not in the classroom or 
on the slopes, Mar tel manages to 
spend time doing volunteer legal 
works for such groups as Society 
for Animal Rights, Central Park 
Community Fund, and Municipal 
Art Society of New York. 
"I al o like to collect books. Art 
and Antique books are my fayor-
ites and I have some rare ones. 
I also have books containing the 
letters of Holmes," says Martel. 
Martel sees only a bright fu-
ture for NYLS and states that 
he is "happy to be associated 
with a school on the move up, a 
school which is 1·ealizing a new 
public image." He attributes this 
new image to such factors as "the 
determined efforts of Dean (E. 
Donald) Shapiro, the dynamic 
clinical programs, and the excel-
lent job which the "Law Review" 
is now doing." 
When asked if he had seen any 
overcrowding at NYLS such a at 
the elevators, Martel said, "I 
really haven't noticed it, but if 
the students are having problems 
,,·ith the elevators, as an avid 
hiker, I suggest that they climb 
the stairs." 
le/ford's 
Lecture ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 
reading in courses not , only at 
NYLS but in law schools 
throughout the country. His biog-
raphy shows an extensive ' back-
ground in public service in both 
the Kennedy and J ohnson ad-
ministrations, as well as a distin-
guished record of service wit hin 
New York State as a member of 
the Board of Higher Education 
of New York City. Re's practical 
experience and academic back-
ground has led him to such posi-
t ions as Chairperson of the In-
ternation and Comparative Law 
Section of the ABA. 
Following the lecture and dedi-
cation, there was a reception held 
in the Froessel library to which 
both students and faculty were 
invited. After the reception, a 
luncheon was held in the Faculty 
Lounge where invited guests 
greeted both the J udge and his 
family. 
The luncheon was followed by 
a directors meeting for the 
Alumni Association in the newly 
dedicated Dr. Max Reich Moot 
Court Room. 
Page 4 EQUITAS 
I Equitas Editorials 
Grade Posting Again, Again 
As reported on page 1, there will be no 
grade posting at NYLS - yet. 
We have found that this is one of the 
few issues on which most, if not all, of the 
stuctents agree. The interminable wait for 
grades is a severe drain on many students, 
especially those in the first semester. 
The major argument against the post-
ing of grades, while well developed, simply 
does not deal with the reality of the stu-
clent situation. There will always be some 
students who choose courses on the basis 
of grades, most do not, however. The point 
L. the students know who the "easier" 
markers are. As a matter of fact, students 
are asked to put dow11 what grade they re-
ceirnd on the anonymous faculty evalua-
tion conducted by the SBA. The evaluation 
is made public. The posting of grades wiU 
neither stimulate nor hinder this practice 
of choosing a course by grades. 
The strong competitive atmosphere of 
law school is undeniable. The waiting and 
worrying greatly magnifies the hostility 
that accompanies this atmosphere. In a 
word, as far as the students are concerned, 
it's unfair. 
Unfortunately, the faculty's decision 
puts the present dilemma on the shoulders 
of Anthony Scanlon, Secretary-Registrar. 
It is his office which must send out the first 
set of grades immediately following the 
"three weeks from the last exam" deadline. 
So, it is up to him to see to it the students 
get their grades as soon as possible. 
+ Surplus of Sour Students 
-The Faculty's Good Sense 
Another sore spot among many students 
concerning grading, is the new faculty de-
cision concerning· the addition of the minus 
grade. 
Although it appears that the proposal 
fo1· this addition came out of the grading 
committee, and although there was a stu-
dent member on that committee (the com-
mittee has since been abolished by the fac-
ulty), the students were not told even that 
the issue was being considered until after 
it was voted on and passed by the faculty 
as a whole. At this point, the form of grad-
ing- at NYLS has come almost full circle. 
About four years ago, the faculty de-
cided, and we think rightly so, to change 
from 100 point grading system to a letter 
and plus system with an A-'- (4.5) maxi-
mum. This made sense because, as all real-
ized at the time, how could someone who 
1·eceived a 78 on an essay exam honestly 
be distinguished froin someone else with a 
79 or 80 on the same exam. Such distinc-
tions are absurd when you are dealing with 
es::iay type exams as we have at NYLS. 
Both students and faculty agreed on this 
four years ago. 
But, with the addition of the minus 
grade, we are confronted with the same 
problem all over again. What's the differ-
ence between a C + and a B-, aside from 
the arbitrary mathematics? The previous 
system where there were only letters and 
plusses allowed for larger more realistic 
groupings. Can the professors be so sure 
of their grading of essay exams that they 
can constantly make such distinctions? 
Not only have the professors changed 
the gradings so as to create such artificial 
distinctions, they have also taken away 
some of their own discretion. The faculty 
has the option to raise or lower a grade on 
the basis of class participation, or the lack 
of it. Previously, this meant that a profes-
sor could rai e or lo,-ver, for example, a 3.0 
(B) by a .5 (to a C + or to a B +). With 
anonymous grading, such discretion is nec-
essary. But, now, the discretion has been 
reduced. A professor can only change the 
same 3.0 by a .33. Granted, this also means 
professors cannot lower the grades as much 
as before, however, the reality was that 
this discretion was almost always used to 
raise grades, not to lower them. Once again 
the students get the short end. 
One final problem that the grading 
change has created is its application to 
those students already in attendance. While 
it does not affect those marks already re-
ceived, it certainly causes some strange mix 
ups on students' transcripts. When the 
change from numbers to letters was insti-
tuted, the faculty had the foresight to ap-
ply it only to new students. vVhy didn't we 
get the same treatment? 
What about those students who took the 
same course last year or over the summer 
that their classmates are taking now under 
this new downgraded system? It's a shame 
that one student's C + in the same course 
with the same teacher means less than an-
other student's C + merely because the 
first one was shut out of the course due to 
the first letter of the last name. 
Dean Denies the Damper on Grades 
Confronted with the rumor that he has 
directed professors to lower their overall 
grading, Dean Shapiro said that such claims 
were utterly falsB. 
It has been rumored throughout the 
school that at least two professors were in-
structed to keep down their grades. Dean 
Shapiro, anxious to reply to such rumors, 
said that he would like to see the grading 
scale uniform throughout the school for all 
classes. He added that he hopes that mem-
bers of the faculty do not hesitate to give a 
full range of grades, and do not bunch their 
grades in the middle range. 
Shapiro made it clear that he felt that a 
wide distribution of grades should include 
not only more D's and F's, but that more 
higher grades (including A's and high B's) 
should also be the result of a fair grading 
system. 
It is not yet clear whether this semester's 
grades are, on a whole, lovver than in the 
recent past. EQUITAS is planning a thor-
ough investigation of the effect of the new 
grading system, if a study of the gross 
grading figures will be released for compa-
rison. 
Thursday, February 24, 1977 
Point of View 
Who Has The Reins 
by Jim Tricarico 
Like most of you, I have read with some interest, stories about 
the people President Carter has selected for his Cabinet. As a law 
school student perhaps I should be most interested in the selection 
of Griffin Bell for Attorney General - I am not. In my own strange 
way, I am most interested in a few lines that have been repeatedly 
written about Carter's new Secretary of Housing and Urban De"'.elop-
ment, .Ms. Patricia Roberts Harris. Most, if not all, biographies about 
her mention her short, but controversial, reign as dean of Howard 
University Law School. 
Harris, back in 1969, resigned the position of dean after less than 
a month, rather than bow to the demands of students who wanted 
a larger role in running the law school. Very little has been written 
elaborating on this event 01· explaining how much control the students 
wanted. Bµt, if nothing else, it should have started every education 
oriented law student thinking. It certainly caused me to re-examine 
my own opinions about how a law school should be run and about 
how NYLS is, in fact, run. 
I was forced to ask myself: Do I want a group of students, large 
or small, to decide what the requisites of my legal education must 
be? Do I want the Dean or any other individual to make this decision, 
rather than the students? The answer to both questions was easy, 
"hell no." Quite simply, the education of "would be" lawyers should 
not rest in the hands of any one person or any small group of per-
sons, and while student input is vital, student rule would be dis• 
asterous. 
Face it, we all have interests outside the classroom and outside 
the school (not the least of which is employment). Many, if not most, 
students simply do not have the time to be bothered with the careful 
study of the issues, pro and con, necessary for proper decision making. 
Without a doubt, there are some students who do find the time 
to gather the information and develop policy. These students should 
be applauded for their efforts (just as every student who works hard, 
either on outside research, or at a job, should receive the same 
recognition). Many students have been quite vocal in their opinions 
about NYLS. TheJ have spoken out on issues ranging from admis. 
sions policy, to the make-up of the board of trustees. Airing such 
public opinion is more than merely good or healthy; it is essential. 
Student opinion should be considered when policy is being made. 
But, how many times have you Tead or heard a student's opinion 
that you thought was utter nonsense? Do you want such students 
(many of whom present themselves as representing a large portion of 
the student body), deciding what courses you must take? I certainly 
do not; I have enough trouble deciding my own program. Apparently, 
it is fashionable to publicly attack NYLS and its board of trustees. 
Again, this is not unhealthy, it is important that criticism be voiced. 
However, it is unfortunate that there are those who base thefr opin-
ions on half-truths of who fail to find out the other side of a story 
before they write about it. I find most distasteful those who would 
present as facts what is only opinion. (And, if you have not 1·ealized 
it yet, this whole column is only my opinion.) 
While I wholeheartedly support the right of unrestrained ex• 
pression, I in no way want the students 'who know what's best,' to run 
the school where I pay to get my legal education. 
Please, do not get me wrong, there are many policies and proce-
dures I would like to see changed at NYLS. And, there have been 
times when I, along with many other interested students, have spoken 
out in support of these changes. But, I will not pre-judge a person 
merely because he or she works for a large corporation which is 
entwined in the capitalist system. I would no sooner make sweeping 
generalizations about a group of people because they sit on a board 
than I would about a group of people because they all come from the 
same ·country. If I think a certain policy stinks, I attack the policy 
and not the person making it. Unlike some others, I am well aware of 
the times when I have disagreed with policy and have been wrong. 
As for the day to day · decisions concerning our education, by 
ABA and AALS "edict,'' the faculty, as ,a whole, is empowered to 
decide policy. I am of the opinion that this is how it should be. 
Does this mean I am happy with or agree with all the decisions 
made by the faculty? Certainly not. I wholeheartedly supported and 
(Continued on next page) 
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still support many proposals which the faculty has voted do"·n. 
Again, while I do not want to ee the students running the school, 
the decision making process stinks when effective channels for stu-
dent input are not created and kept open. There are student voting 
members on almost every important committee in the school. The 
SBA is supposed to afford, any student who wishes, the opportunity 
to present Yiews to these committees. 
If you haYe remained awake to have read this far, you probably 
care about NYLS and how it is run, so I leave you with some con-
siderations: N'one of us will be here longer than four years. Many of 
our desires are selfishly motivated. ,vhat was important to us last 
year may no longer concern us. ,vhat is very important to a few of 
us, may mean nothing to the rest. 
If we are aware of these considerations and try to understand 
our own motivations perhaps we will not be so quick to attack the 
motivations of those with whom we disagree. 
The Chinatown law Project of NYLS 
pre~ents ..... 
IMMIGRATION LAW 
a lecture by Prof. Robert Laney 
Sunday, March 6th Chinese Community Centre 
2 p.m.- 62 Mott Street, NYC 
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SUMMER SESSION I 
To the Editor: 
I write with reference to Les 
Maron's letter to the editor which 
appeared in the November 30, 
1976 issue of EQUITAS. 
Without taking anything away 
from Les' significant contribu-
tions as an S.B.A. class repre-
sentative to the improvement of 
student life at NYLS, it should 
be pointed out that the "major 
achievements" he claims a the 
accomplishments of the current 
S.B.A. were in fact the result of 
student activity which occurred 
before he or his associates inter-
ested themselves in these mat-
ters. 
In particular I would like to 
bring to hi attention the work 
of Greg Coburn, Class of '76, 
whose tireless efforts for the 
benefits of NYLS students have 
gone almost unrecognized. 
In the specific areas of regis-
tration and class scheduling -men-
tioned by Les, areas where stu-
dent-faculty-administration co-
operation now is taken for grant-
ed, the foundation for this co-
operation was laid by the hard 
work, and literally sleepless 
nights, of a single person, Greg 
Coburn. 
I also can state categorically 
that the creation of a financial 
aid office at NYLS is not an 
achievement attributable to the 
influence of the current SBA. 
The tudent-faculty-alumni com-
mittee, anonymous grading, and 
letter grades rather than num-
bers are taken for granted now 
as permanent fixtures on the 
NYLS scene. But it was only 
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4 
3 
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3 
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3 
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NAME OF COURSE 
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Labor Law 
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3 
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3 
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Prof Alan Resnick 
Prof Joseph Bianco 
Prof Lawrence Kessler 
Prof Arthur Bonfield 
( Prof of law, University 
of Iowa College of law 
Prof John Sciullo, 
Prof of law, Duquesne 
University School of law 
through the efforts of student 
leaders prior to either of us even 
enrolling at NYLS that these ad-
vances became reality. 
Student participation in gover-
nance and administration has al-
ways been thankless. The signifi-
cant reward comes only in per-
sonal knowledge of accomplish-
ment. If recourse is taken to the 
press, however, proper credit is 
due those whose past contribu-
tions have made current accomp-
lishments possible. 
To the Editor: 
Paul S. Forster 
Class of '76 
To begin, I would like to con-
gratulate the Law Review on the 
outstanding achievements which 
they are realizing this year. The 
Editorial Board and the Staff 
have obviously gelled into a co-
hesive working unit (a task not 
easily accomplished). They have 
finally received the full support 
of the Administration both mone-
tarily and intellectually, some-
thing of which no Law Review 
Board before them can boast. 
However, all the praise cannot 
be bestowed on this year's Board 
and all the blame on previous 
Boards for Administrative sup-
port or lack of it. For years, New 
Yo1k Law School Law Review 
Boards and their moderator, Pro-
fe sor Lee, have been seeking the 
support of the School's hierarchy. 
It is only recently that the Ad-
ministration has realized that an 
excellent Law Review i a very 
necessary ingredient for an ex-
cellent Law School. 
I would next like to direct this 
letter to the Editorial concerning 
the Law Review on page four of 
the December 16, 1976 issue of 
EQUITAS. I must agree with 
Alan Smilowitz, in his Jetter to 
the Editor on the same page, 
that Equitas again is showing "a 
general disregard for journalistic 
standard , evidenced by ... [a] 
failure to verify the specific facts 
you print." Although the Edi-
torial extends well deserved 
praise and congrntulations to this 
year's Law Review, its true in-
tent comes across as a debase-
ment of last year's Law Review. 
As Executive-Editor of that 
Law Review, I would like the op-
portunity to place the blame, if 
there is any, where it is deserved. 
It is true that our issues were 
late last year but it was not as a 
result of any failure on the pa1t 
of the Editorial Board or Staff. 
Rather, we simply ran into a 
stream of very lackadaisical and 
uncooperative authors many of 
whom could not author a reader 
for first graders. These articles 
had to be rejected and then we 
had to await the completion of 
others to take their place. We 
were also hampered for three to 
four weeks by a breakdown in 
the computer system at our 
printers. Lastly and most import-
antly, the Editorial Board before 
us left us without a single author 
or article for our first issue as 
well as deleting the post of Top-
ics Editor on our Board. The 
Topics Editor is the person in 
charge of obtaining authors and 
their articles for publication. 
We, therefore, started our year's 
article solicitation in June-July 
when it should have been begun 
in March. We were immediately 
put three to four months behind 
before we ever truly assumed 
control of the Board. In addition, 
we also had to finish the last two 
issues of the previous year as 
they had to finish those of the 
year before. A handicap like that 
is impossible to overcome in one 
year. 
However, we were not about to 
leave our staff (the present Edi-
torial Board) without a first is-
sue. The idea of a Copyright 
Symposium was fostered within 
last year's Editorial Boai;d. Our 
appointed Topics Editor, John 
Fabiani, made all the initial con-
tacts with the authors and pre-
sented the Symposium to this 
year's Board when they took of-
fice. I would like to note that 
many members of this year's 
Board did not think highly of a 
Copyright Symposium until they 
saw that it could fill two issues 
for them with "name authors" 
and that all the initial leg work 
has been completed. Since then, 
the present Board, has done an 
excellent job of advertising the 
issues and bringing them to 
fruition, but let us at least give 
some credit to last year's Board 
for giving birth to the Sym-
posium as well as doing their 
be t under extremely adverse 
conditions. I personally tha•k 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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)·ou, Editorial Board and Staff 
of 1875-76. 
H •rbert L Sudfeld, Jr., Esq., '76 
P.S. In consideration of all the 
al 'n-e, I respectfully request that 
E(tL'IT.AS print this letter in its 
en tirety in the Letters t o the 
El itor column. 
T the Editor: 
Much space ha · been devoted 
in recent issues to the question of 
w·1ether the SBA or the adminis-
trition ~houlcl be responsible for 
the creation of the final examina-
tit n schedule. 
The tentative final examination 
schedule published by the admin-
is•ration at the time of re~istra-
tion is the most eloquent argu-
nwnt for the nece sity of the 
SBA retaining this responsibil-
ity. 
Karen l\liller 
To the Editor : 
Yon may regard this as a "Let-
te1· to The Editor." 
Tn your December 16 issue. 
th re is a call for students to join 
the Equitas staff. The head on 
the story is titled, "Develop Writ-
ing· Skill'," but the first para-
graph equates newspaper writ-
inJ·. It reads: 
"As we are all awa1·e, writ-
i.1g is the skill mo t basic to 
the legal prnfes;;ion. Unfo1tun-
ately, law students do not al-
ways have the time or oppor-
tunity to get the writing expe-
rience necessary to be a good 
as well as successful attorney. 
l\Iany legal scholars as well as 
r embers of the judiciary have 
cDmplained recently of the poor 
grammar, style and structure 
of cun-ent legal writing. How, 
a~ law i;tudents, [you] can get 
the necessary practice to im-
prnve our [sic] writing skills? 
Join EQUITAS." (Capitaliza-
t on orip:inal). 
The opportunity for students 
to obtain the "writing exper-
ience necessary to be good" at-
torneys is available at New York 
Law School where they may en-
1·011 in the Legal Writing Work-
shop. In addition to learning how 
to write with clarity and preci-
sion. students are taught to write 
in the singular or plural but not 
in both. 
True, it is, that many legal 
scholars (including those on the 
judiciary) complain of inept .legal 
writing, but this complaint is not 
a recent development, for in this 
country the first to complain was 
Thomas Jefferson. Neither he nor 
those who followed confused 
newspaper writing with legal 
draftsmanship. A journalism 
school does not produce compe-
tent leg-al writers, nor is that its 
function. 
Reading EQUITAS convinces 
me that what is needed is a com-
petent copy editor who can teach 
EQUITAS writers how to use the 
dash, the difference between 
"that" and "which," the use of 
parentheses and other aids to 
good writing. 
To the Editor: 
Elliott L. Biskind 
Adjunct Professor 
As an alumnus of the Law 
School I am grateful to receive 
EQUITAS regularly. 
However, the magazine (sic) 
comes so late that I can't take 
advantage of the opportunities 
advertised therein. 
Is it possible to get the mag-
azine earlier? 
Thank you. 
Benjamin Bernstein 
11' c are well awnre of the prob-
lems that have arisen coucer11i11r1 
th e delivery of EQUITAS. Tl'e 
apo/ogi:e to our i·eade,·s and ad-
vise them that w e have recently 
ol>tClinecl a uew rnniler and hm·e 
been rissurecl of vrnmpter service. 
How ei-e r, in the switch over th er e 
hai•e been so,11 e suags w hich 111e 
lza ve be( 11 try i11g to correct. Please 
beor wit/1 11s. - Ed. 
EQUITAS Th ursday, February 24, 1971. 
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109 WEST BROADWAY 
Corner Reade Street 
Alumni Deans Day April 23; Students Invited 
New York Practice 
with Cornell Prof. Irving Younger 
Get an early start on New York Practice and Procedure (CPLR) and get an early start on the New York Bar Exam. 
aAR REVIEW 
LIVE LECTURE TAPE REPLAY 
Saturday, February 19 Practice I 
Wednesday, February 23 Practice I 
Saturday, February 26 Practice II 
Wednesday, March 2 Practice II 
Saturday, March 5 Practice III 
Wednesday, March 9 Practice III 
Saturday, March 12 Practice IV 
Wednesday, March 16 Practice IV 
Saturday, April 2 Practice V 
Wednesday, April 6 Practice V 
NQTE: A tape locat ion is planned for New York Law School Man-
ha ttan lectures will be in t he Statler Hilton Hotel, Sevent h Avenue 
at 33rd Street. 
Lhe lectures will be from 10 :00 a .m. to 2 :30 p.m. Tape r eplays will 
begin at 6 :00. 
The course fee is $75.00. For those taking the New Yor k Bar Review 
course, the fee is $35.00. 
A BAR/BR/ COURSE 
The New York Bar Review 
Statler Hilton, Suite 62 
New York, New York 10001 
Tel.: (212) 594-3696 
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Legal Research Enters Star Trek Era 
By Jonah Triebwasser 
Imagine, if you will, an episode 
of Star Trek unfolding before 
your eyes as you watch your 
wall-high color television pro-
jector. Mr. Spock sit at his com-
puter terminal on the b1·idge, 
1·aises an eyebrow and speaks: 
'·Computer." 
«·working ... " says the mono-
tone metallic female voice. 
"I desire the legal precedent 
for granting Federation diver-
sity jmisdiction in actions where 
the adversaries are from two dif-
ferent planets," says the Vulcan. 
"Working . . ." the computer 
intones, then, mere seconds later, 
"there ... are ... 127 cases in 
Federation jurisdiction ... the 
first case is Gordon v. Ming, 1083 
Earth 2nd 228 ... " 
"Stop," says Spock, "Print out 
the citation numbers of these 
cases at the termi11al. I will read 
the cases in the microfiche library 
myself. Spock out." 
A vision of lawyering in the 
23rd century? Not at all. The 
maniage of the computer and 
legal research was made in this 
decade and has spawned LEXIS. 
The LEXIS computer was dem-
onstrnted recently for the first 
year Legal Research classes of 
Prnfessor Janet Tracy. 
Prof. Tracy spent most of the 
one-day demonstration enthrall-
ing a standing room only crowd 
in Dean Lippman's office as she 
typed various student and faculty 
research requests into the com-
puter and, within seconds, had 
answers appear on the computer 
television screen. 
This system is relatively easy 
to operate, explained Tracy. The 
--
---
- Warp factor e-ight, 5cot.t.y 
· or we' 11 be late .. for 
==--· Jurisprudencel' ~-: 
.. ---~ .·(· .. - ... 
LEXIS terminal looks ve1·y much 
like the standard typewriter key-
board. As you type your request, 
u ing plain English, not com-
puter jargon, the request appears 
on a television sci-een, as will any 
data the computer returns to the 
user. 
The lawyer would first type in 
the name of the library he wants 
sea1·ched for his particular ques-
tion. There are many libraries 
available, and the developers of 
the LEXIS are adding more. 
At the present time there is an 
extensive Federal library which 
includes the United States code, 
Supreme Court decisions from 
1938, Court of Appeals decisions 
from 1959 and District Court de-
cisions from 1970. In addition, 
there is a securities law library, 
A:,-el Ayel .Sir. 
as well as a federal tax lib1•a1·y, 
trade. regulation library and ten 
state libraries including New 
York. 
After choosing a paitic,;lar li-
brary, for example, New York's, 
the lawyer types in a search 1·e-
qu!!st . If the problem has to do 
with a parent's liability for the 
nece saries of an emancipated 
minor, the atto1·ney would type 
in certain key words such as "ne-
ce saries", ''emancipated", "min-
or", and "child." The computer 
will then search all of the cases 
in the New York library and in-
form the lawyer how many cases 
are in the memory bank avail-
able to him that relate to that 
four word subject. 
The computer will then print 
out, on the television screen, the 
TN 7-2680·1 
complete text of each decision if 
the attorney so desil'e-, 01· it will 
print out the decision on a tele-
type terminal that is pa1t of the 
LEXIS system. 
The various tasks that an ex-
perienced user of LEXIS can 
delegate to the machine are al-
most limitless, said Ti-acy. Once 
a user becomes fully convei-sant 
with the machine's capabilities 
and operational procedure, doz-
ens of hours of manual research 
time can be saved. 
As an example, this reporter 
told Tracy that he had been in-
volved in a 1·ecent Federal litiga-
tion as a named plaintiff and 
As we went to press Prof. Tracy 
informed EQUITAS that the fac-
ulty has voted to install a LEXIS 
computer terminal in the library. 
Full details in our next issue. 
(photo/J. Triebwas~er) 
Dean Graham and Prof. Tracy 
view LEXIS results. 
wanted to know what the citation 
of the case was. Tracy typed my 
last name only onto the screen 
with a reque. t to search the Fed-
eral librai·y and ·in less than five 
seconds, the case appeared on the 
scre8n, in addition to a subse-
quent case that <cited the orig-
inal. In this manner LEXIS can 
&!so "Shepardize" a case by 
seai·chin.e: its memo1y banks for 
any cams that cite a primary 
case by either pa1·ty's name or 
by the cas,; citation. 
The Profes or said that she 
ha~ made a proposal to the ad-
ministration to install a LEXIS 
centel' in New York Law School. 
The Harvard-educated Tracy 
was an attorney for the Data 
Base Definition and Design de-
partment of the Mead Data Cen-
tral, Inc., the manufactul'ers of 
LEXIS, during three years of 
the system's development. 
Equitas Contest 
Continues 
EQlTl'AS invites studeuts, pro-
fessors and almuni to submit 
quotes about the law, lawyers 
and law school. The prize? You 
get to see your name in print. 
Send your Jaw quote, with proper 
citation, and your name and class 
year to: Law Quotes, EQUITAS, 
='[ew York Law School, 57 Worth 
Street, . -ew York, N".Y. 10013. 
"Troe unto ye lll.~o, ye lnwye1·g/ 
fo1· ye lade men with burdens 
grienms to be borne, r111d ye your-
seli-es touch 1,ot the burdens with 
c,,1e of yo11r f;,,_r;ern." 
(The Bible) 
Prof. Steven Xewman 
U.S. BUILDING MAINTENANCE CO.,INC. 
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'Rocky,' A Fighter's Love Story, Scores A l(nock Out 
The ll'ritcr has submitted ma11y 
reviews for pri11t, howei·er, the 
Editor-iii-Chief 11e1•er thought his 
1cork wa:; good enough for 71ub-
lirntion. Doubts remain about the 
followi11g re1:iew, but we had 
some e.dra space. - Ed. 
by Jim Tricarico 
It's not ju.t another "Joe Pa-
looka" story. But, there certainly 
are many cliche fight movie ele-
ments to United Artist's new hit 
film "Rocky." 
The title character despairs at 
the bottom of the professional 
boxing world. You're shown at 
the outset that Rocky Balboa is 
tough and that he can fight -
not that he can box, just that he 
can fight. But, this work written 
by its male star, Sylvester Stal-
lone by no mean pounds you with 
fight scene after fight scene. 
Professional boxing is only the 
vehicle used to develop the mov-
ies two main characters, Rocky 
and Adrian. 
lot of Stallone in this film. It's 
become old hat to explain how 
he refu ed to sell the story until 
he could get the starring role, 
but, I for one was very glad he 
held out. 
Many have heralded Stallone as 
the next Brando, or Hoffman. He 
is not. He is the singular Syh·es-
ter Stallone. The physical aspects 
of the film ha,·e established the 
"Italian £tallion" - his fight 
"·orld nickname - as a sex sym-
bol along side the likes of Red-
ford and Newman. But, like those 
actors, he will sustain on his 
talent. 
Like their author, the screen-
play's leads live in Philadelphia, 
again like the author they are 
hoth products of the tough, poor 
Philly neighborhood. If you have 
not already guessed, there is a 
Consistent "·ith the theme, 
Rocky is less than articulate, per-
haps ignorant, but by no means 
dumb. He's a pick up fighter who 
no longer even has a locker at 
the gym where he trains. The 
gym's operator is played by Bur-
gess Meredith, another product 
of that outskirts of the '·conten-
tion boxing" world. Balboa is 
"hungup" on his friend' sister, 
sensitively played by Talia Shire 
of ''Godfather" fame. His friend 
is explosively played by Burt 
Young who many of you have 
~een in various roles on T\"'s 
Barretta and who this writer pre-
(photo,'United Artists) 
Academy Award nominee Sylvester Stallone and Carl ·weathers in a scene from Rocky. 
diets will be nominated for a best 
supporting actor Academy Award. 
"Rocky" is a love story, a play 
Setaro Award Nominees Sought 
about survival and a movie that 
is designed to make you "feel 
good." It scores on all counts. 
The "Stallion" can not make a 
living as a fighter, so he busts 
heads for a local loan shark. The 
vie\ver just knows he can't be 
any good at it - he cares too 
much. The transformation of this 
shy and "homely" Adrian is re-
markable, if not a little unbe-
lievable. 
l~I~ 
\ -N~.lu ~ '-'.,.._ '// 
Applications are now being accepted for consideration for 
the "Franklyn C. Setaro School Spirit and Service A ward." 
The Dwight Inn Chapter of The International Legal Fra-
ternity Phi Delta Phi presents this award annually at :om-
mencement to a graduating student for notable services to Law 
School community life. 
The goal toward which the 
viewer and Rock is headed is 
much more than survival, its suc-
cess. The film's heavyweight 
champion of the world, boxing's 
most lucrative and most pres-
tigious title, is a Mohammad Ali 
like character (played by Carl 
Weathers) who has decided to 
give a "nobody" a chance for a 
This award competition is open to all graduating students 
(day and evening division) regardless of membership in the 
Fraternity. 
The application should state what the applicant has accom-
plished during his sojourn at N.Y.L.S. Please submit applica-
tion to the Phi Delta Phi office Room 310 at 47 Worth Street. 
Please submit applications by l\Iarch 18, 1977. 
SBA President 
Faculty Wins T. K. 0. 
by Larry Silverman 
As students, we are often guilty of holding "the Administration" 
responsible for all the decision-making that affects our lives at New 
York Law School. In fact, it is the full-time faculty that initiates 
most of the academic policy and many of the procedural rules and it 
is they who must shoulder the blame for the following events. 
During the Fall 1976 term, without advance notice to the stu-
dents, the faculty made two .controversial decisions, both of which 
you are certainly aware by now. The first was to change the system 
of grading from letter grades with a plus option to one with both 
plusses and minuses. The second decision was to change the required 
curriculum fot· selected classes. While the Student Bar Association 
expressed strong opposition to these policy changes on a substantive 
level, what was most offensive about these actions was that Student-
Faculty committees on Grading and Curriculum had already been es-
tablished and yet the faculty saw fit to "legislate" unilaterally in 
these areas without notice to the tudent body nor even the students 
elected to serve on the respective committees. 
It was largely as a result of the discontent expressed surrounding 
these and similar incidents that Dean Shapiro and Faculty members 
on the Student-Faculty-Alumni Committee apparently recognized the 
unfairness of putting the students in the position where, without 
notice of proposed changes, they could only react to pre-determined 
policy rather than provide a measure of constructive imput in which 
student sentiment could be expressed. An unde1·standing was reached 
and a commitment was made so that the students would, in the future, 
get advance notice of proposed changes in policy directly affecting 
student intere ts and with permission be given an opportunity to ad-
dress the faculty as a whole prior to a vote. Although the faculty re-
fu ed to reconsider their decisions on the two earlier-mentioned sub-
stantive issues, this prior notice commitment was consider a major 
step in improving student-faculty relations. 
It is therefore with a sense of outrage that we learned the Stu-
dent-Faculty Grading Committee was recently dissolved by the faculty 
without notice and the above-mentioned agreement breached. Indeed. 
even if our agreement did not exist, common sense dictates that at 
least they had the obligation to notify the student who sat as a rep-
resentative on the committee they abolished. Reacting to these events, 
at the January 29th meeting- of the S.B.A .. the executive council 1·e-
solved that such action "be deemed an affront to the student com-
munity." 
We would like to believe that this apparent breach of good faith 
was in fact due to inadvertance or a communications breakdown. 
Without going into the many reasons why the Grading Committee 
should be reconstituted with student representation, we feel that un-
der the circumstances the faculty should reconsider their action. 
It is our sincere hope that we will soon be able to sit down with 
the faculty and agree on a solution of this p1·oblem. 
Sadly, some of the breakdown in efficiency of communication has 
occurred within our organization. Many of the students that you chose 
to represent you have not performed even the two minimu~ require-
ments of their office. One is attending· S.B.A. meetings and the other 
is acting as a link between the students and their government by 
bringing issues that concern you to meetings and reporting back to 
classes what transpired. 
By the time you read this article, some action will ha,·e been 
taken in this regard. But it is indeed sad that we had to do this. Ad-
ditionally, our grievance and handbook committees became dotmant 
because students who had taken on the responsibility of participating 
apparently found better things to do. Fortunately, there is a hard core 
of dedicated student who at the last minute have come to the re cue 
so that the Student Handbook will be published in the next few weeks. 
Students who do not wish to have their addresses, phone numbers 01, 
both printed should so indicate by letter to the S.B.A. before Wedne _ 
day, February 16th. 
We all owe a great debt of gratitude to those few who have 
unselfishly served and were re ponsible for many of the successful 
S.B.A. programs at the law school this year. 
EQUITAS 
New York Law School 
57 Worth Street 
New York, New York 10013 
Address correction requested 
shot at the crown. Obviously, its 
a bicentennial grandstand play, 
but "·ho cares? Its Rocky's big 
break. 
The final fight scene is one of 
the most realistic ever dramatized 
in a movie. The camera cuts are 
quick with little "·asted action, 
although some familiarity with 
boxing helps in your understand-
ing of what the action means. 
_.\s for the ending, I will reveal 
nothing. However, I leave you 
with this thought, if you can sur-
Yive some rather grueling scenes, 
go see "Rocky," I don't think 
)·ou'll be disappointed. 
A for its author and star, time 
will only tell if he has the scope 
to continue to perform up to the 
high level he has displayed in 
this very personal moYie. 
To Fight Child Abuse 
111hoto, 1NYLS Alumni Affairs) 
Judge Kooper 
The Hon. Sy'bil Hart Kooper, 
XYLS class of '57, Justice of the 
Family Court of the City of Xew 
York. has been re-elected to the 
Board of Dir~ctors of the Rich-
mond County Society for the Pre-
,ention of Cruelty to Children. 
Also elected was Jonah Trieb-
wasser, a first year day student 
and EQCITAS staff member, 
Non-Profit Org. 
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